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EDITORIAL

Another year, another full programme of events #tat Nymans (see report), many hands can make lighi,wor
being planned by your Committee, assisted by a fesw our usual requests: 1. do suggest ideas fanatiee
others.  Although most events seem to happen veryents, other venues to visit etc. and 2. do velemto
smoothly, the organisers will often have had to gt organise or help to organise. There is a ‘Fellogsh
with problems, frustrations, last minute cancetlas, Feedback Form’ for comments and suggestions on our
you name it! OK, so | am sure | have put off othemweb site. See you at some of our events.

from offering to help to organise, but remembeke li Happy New Year. Dave Newland
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Croydon AVIVA Fellowship AGM will take place ofhursday 9" March 2017,
10:45 for 11:00 a.m.at Croydon United Reformed Church in Addiscombev@r The
building is a very short walk from East Croydon IRaly Station and Tram Stop, just
beyond the NLA Tower. The meeting will be followleg a light buffet lunch.
N.B. At the time of printing, the Bus Station at Eat Croydon was still closed, so, if coming from th¢

centre of Croydon direction by bus, you may have talight in Wellesley Road and walk from there
or catch a tram to East Croydon Tram Stop.
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NEW YEAR MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN

I hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas and haareed the cold weather. Our New Year lunch tearyvas at
a new venue - Jurys Inn - and 79 people attendeé@joyed the food.

For 2017 we have arranged some new events:

on 20th February there will be a visit to the Museof London to commemorate the 350th Anniversary of
the Great Fire of London

on 14th March we will visit an exhibition at WhitgSchool which celebrates Remembering 1916 - bife
the Western Front

on 7th June there will be a Treasure Trail in Bate Park

in August there will be a visit to Hampton Court

in September we plan to have a river cruise fronsiidgster Pier to Kew Gardens

I hope you will be able to join us on these events.

Our AGM will be held on 9th March at United Reforin€hurch Hall, so please do attend and let us yaar
views.

I look forward to seeing you during the year angéhgou all stay in good health. Brian Welch
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ITEM FROM OUR REGIONAL CHAIRMAN, CHRIS HOUSE
Chris is concerned about differing terms for staiffl pensioners. Representations have been mauke @otmpany.

With the National Chairman, Peter Morgan, Chrisktap this issue about loss of our Heritage Stafy Kelicies,
particularly the imposition now of varying ratesA®R interest on MyAviva premiums.

Renewal Processin Brief: 1) 60 days prior Members are asked to contact AvivdoE doing so we recommend
you check last years’ cover schedule and bookletifiy additional covers important to yd). Where possible,
first obtain your own quote fromwwv.direct.aviva.co.uk. This will help to check notes of your conversation.
3) Claim, at outset, discounts for Shareholders, timeitiple policies or multiple vehiclegl) Check the policy
when received.

Please help make members aware of this and owrsprabout differing terms from current staff. Wepw@bably
given 5 or more times service than current staffictv should be recognised. With closure of Brandhesbond
between current and former staff has sadly weakemtease visit our website for updates. Chris House
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Our Chairman has highlighted events being orgariseshg 2017, so as well as the AGM (see noticéage 1),
here is a summary of events until July. Exacttioos, dates and times, where known, are in theylfEvents.
Information about later events will appear in tharther Newsletter

Some of these dates below may be subject to confation or change

VISITS
The Museum of London - Monday 28 February

Last year you may have seen the wooden mock
on barges on the Thames of the City of Lond
_before the ‘Great Firej, yvhich was'la.lter set o fi qf' P |
itself, and some who joined our visit to St. Pau < % '
went on to see the ‘Great Fire’ exhibition theseg | !
report below) e ﬂ

. Well, Judy Dumbrill has given us a further chan War, Pﬂgueand'Fﬁ'& !
: to brush up/add to our knowledge about this eve
as well as the opportunity to see the other exdyibitour own time, with a visit to the Museum afridon.

Full details and booking forms are now available orour web-site.
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Weekend Abroad, Reims — 4 to 6th March - CANCELLED

Regrettably, due to a lack of applications, we hiaze to cancel this trip! Perhaps there might loeensupport
another year. But many thanks to Chris Housalfdris efforts to organise this visit.

R B B i i S i I b I I i S I b b I i e S 4
Remembering 1916 - Tuesday 14March

Yes, we are now into 2017, but the exhibition atitgift School remembering events a century ago was
so popular that it was decided to extend it inte ylear. | quote:

roRwarnT] Whitgift presents Remembering 1916 - Life on the Western g
| Front: amajor new exhibition telling the story of a pivotal year
- of the First World War, through a unique series of personal
stories set against the backdrop of Verdun, the Somme and the
broader Western and Home Fronts.

. - It is proposed that we proceed from that mornirggHee at the
eniist now | ‘Clocktower’ to the School. There is a café foireshments.

[One of the items is a flag from the Battle of dal, which normally hangs in St. John's Church id Ooulsdon
| can thoroughly recommend this exhibition. Do eoifryou can. Ed].
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Treasure Trail - Wednesday 7' June — Battersea Park

Carol Courtney is organising another of her poptilezasure Trails’. Would
you like to explore Battersea Park with the addad &f finding clues and;
solving puzzles? After the success of our treasails in Oxted and Reiga

{ this year's trail takes in the Thames Path, thed®agoda, the boating lakis
; and a secret "Old English Garden". Meet afteradod refreshments and th# %
results.

The park is always worth visiting and should beklng really lovely in early
June. | am sure we can all show off our brilligotvers of deduction anc
observation!

EATING AND DRINKING

Fish'n’Chip Supper, McDermott’s, Forestdale — Wedneday 19" April
Pub Lunch, ‘Horseshoe’, Warlingham — Tuesday 18 May
ltalian Lunch, Gi Trattoria, West Wickham — Wednesday 5" July
Various Coffee Mornings

Very much a repeat of previous years, but, as teesats are
always popular, why change them?

Don't forget our Coffee Mornings, monthly™2Tuesday, in the
‘Clocktower Café’ in Croydon, including the quaiyebreakfasts,
and our other venues towards the latter part oft mmmsiths. Do
check the diary for dates and locations, remembetat there is
now an additional venue of Knight's, Chelsham.
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WALKS

Bluebell Walk, Selsdon/Sanderstead area — Friday 82 April
Summer Walk, location TBA — Monday 17" July

I will be conducting my now usual Bluebe
afternoon spring stroll in the South Croydd
area, possibly slipping over the border in
Farleigh. Exact location and details in oS
course. ;

| have yet to decide on the summer w3
location, but it will be an all-day affair.

b ik S LA R o A
It could be a variation on the bits of last yeavalk that | cut out because of the heat, or | neaywé that to another
year, and take us somewhere completely different!

Advance notice: Over the last five years | havedumted my Autumn London Strolls in central, noghst, south
and west London, so this yed®{' Novembe}) it will be somewhere central again.
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REPORTS ON RECENT EVENTS
Nymans — Tuesday 28 August 2016

On a beautiful warm Summer’s day, 18 Aviva membees
at the gates of Nymans Gardens in Sussex. Hemeteur
= guide for the morning, Sylvia Claydon, whose knalgle of
= the gardens and the history of the house, helpé® mar visit
S0 very enjoyable.

There are 200 acres of woods plus 33 acres of fayardens,
so plenty to see. As with so many of oQoift. over page)
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famous gardens, it was the Victorian plant hunteeg inspired the creation of this magical placEhe most
stunning area at this time of the year, has tolbe Top Garden’ This is the 100 metre herbaceode, broken
only by a fountain at the centre. It is just anbmiw of colour all through the summer, and in latgust was still
crammed with colour. Hundreds of annuals formfitst two rows of plants, with the taller perensiah the back
rows. At the beginning of the season, every voleinig brought in to help plant out the annuals atttbugh it is a
mammoth task, it is done in 2-3 hours. Many Hards.e.

The House at Nymans was devastated by fire in 1@4¥jng a picturesque ruin, but some rooms amcirdnd
now open to visitors. As a bonus, there was aribéidn about Vivien Leigh, with some of her costes)
including the headdress from Cleopatra. The coimedd Nymans is that the house was owned by theskle
family, and Oliver Messel was Britain’s leading @fve designer.

We said goodbye to Sylvia at the house, and thereseent to find lunch, others to revisit their favite parts of
the garden, and some just to sit in the sun arayehg day. Judy Dumbrill/Joan Price

Our thanks to Judy and Joan for arranging botlvigieand for the lovely weather.
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Buffet Lunch — Croydon Park Hotel - Tuesday 28 September

| think the pictures speak for themselve
(There are some more at the end.) The
was a very wide range of fare - five coursjg
(or was it six or seven?), but yours trugEs
resisted the temptation of eating yet mo
fish, having just returned from a stay i
Italy.

The trouble with a buffet lunch is that one
does want to sample everything! Rather disappuaityj only thirty four people attended. Dave Nevdan

Thanks are due to Chris House and Patricia Pegiifoevent
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St. Paul's Cathedral — Friday 28' October 2016

e vgpey N spite of delayed and cancelled trains and a reemkbk
”W of staff who didn't know what to do, when w

presented him with a cheque, instead of a debd, c.

we had an excellent trip to St Pauls! The shesr ¢

and grandeur of the Cathedral put little irritasaight
out of mind.

The Great Fire of London in 1666 totally destroygid
Pauls , and Sir Christopher Wren was charged \ith
rebuilding. It was the first Protestant Cathedralltb
since the Reformation. Other Cathedrals had been

Roman Catholic and simply ‘converted’ to Henry VElWishes. There was all the usual arguments athesign
and money (nothing changes) but building star@d6i75 and finished in 1710, with services startim$j697.

It has been the centre of so many historical ey&ttte Funerals, Weddings, and National Celelsitio

Our tour covered the main floor and the Crypt, witl opportunity to visit the Whispering Gallerydadome after
lunch. To stand at the West door and look dowrcthech to the High Altar was a really stunningtai One of
my favourite corners was the Geometrical staircdsés a spiral of 92 stone steps, each step imefdace by the
step beneath it. It has been used in Sherlock Hofilras and also Harry Potter adventures. In tingpCwere
monuments to every historical figure you could khiof...Nelson, Lawrence of Arabia and of course Sir
Christopher Wren himself.

[No pictures from inside, | am afraid. Usual banphotography. Ed]

There was just too much to mention in a short rgbart if you have never been, please go. Theraade guides
to help, but to really get the best from yourtyigiin a group led by one of the official Guidéswill be the best
£3 you have spent for a long time. Judy Dumbrill

A very satisfying 35 of us came on this visit. Tihgou Judy both for the visit and for your reports
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Autumn Stroll — Thursday, 17" November - Kew Bridge to Barnes

Twenty two of us (and Arthur the dog) enjoyed tt&
Thames-side walk, with a lunch break about half ws
The weather was fine, the threatened rain holdfitg &8
until we reached the end. However, underfoot thirfs
were a bit slippery on occasions. That there wi
twice as many as previously advised to the staffang
way fazed them at our lunch stop, ‘The Ship’ ne
: Chiswick Bridge, despite their also having
o & accommodate a funeral party.

Not only was the number walking very encouragirgpeeially as half a dozen of our regular walkers
were unable to come, it was also lovely that a menber and partner came. Hope to see you all on my
next walk. Dave Newland
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2017 NEW YEAR LUNCH
Friday 6" January 2017 at Jury’s Inn, Croydon.

= A new venue for our annuajs
New Year Lunch. Food ang¥
service were both very goodj \
although some people were ng@
happy at having to fetch thei
cups of coffee. The drawbac!
of this site was the layout, wit
our tables being spread ovg
two separate areas.
This meant that poor Brian had to perform his jokése!

Calling out the winning raffle numbers also cauaduit of a problem, but we soon discovered thentale
of the Maggie and Delia double act (well, thoseun area did), as Brian’s wife echoed Maggie Malyone
every time she called out a numbexgain, there are some more pictures at the end.) Dave Newland

Well done Chris, Carol, Judy, Maggie and Patriniarniganising this event.
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Photos and other pictures:

I hope to have on display again at the AGM a loterhotographs taken during 2016. If anyone would
like a copy of any of my photographs, please letkmew and | will be pleased to let you have a copy,
preferably as an e-mail attachment. Dave Newland

Photo Sources

War, Plague and Fire Museum of London Web Site
Remembering 1916 Tour Brochure

Battersea Park Carol Courtney.

Food, wine and countryside ‘Windows’ pictures

Nymans Joan Price

All other photographs are by the Editor.
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SOME MORE PICTURES

e
St. Paul's

New Year Lunch
2017




